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Part 1: Project Description (8-10 minutes)

A.  Write a commercial quality application that can be used as a template for a calendar scheduling program.  The program must be:

a. Easily modified to serve multiple scheduling purposes.

b. Use both an Oracle Database and an Access Database.

i. Oracle is through the internet.

ii. Access is local.

c. Written in Visual Basic.

B.  Solution(s):

a. The program is created.

i. It is can be easily modifed to serve multiple puposes.

ii. It uses both an Oracle and an Access Database.

iii. It is written in Visual Basic.

C.  Exceptions:

a. Due to the St. Norbert College firwall the Oracle database isn’t accessable from any computer with internet access.

D. Methodology: 

a. Talked to Campus Event Services.

b. Talked to Health Center.

c. Talked to Erin Bergman (Peace and Justice Center).

d. Found out what was in common with the type of program the users were looking for.

e. Designed the database

f. Wrote a basic program.

g. Added one component at a time to increase usability.

h. Introduced the Oracle database to the program.

i. Made the small changes that were needed to account for the Oracle database.

j. Demonstrated the program to Erin Bergman.

k. Made some small recommended changes made by Erin.

Part 2: Demonstration (8-10 minutes)


A.  Administration Mode :



a.  Login.



b.  Create new job.



c.  Set up a schedule.



d.  Create new user.


B.  User Mode:



a.  Login.



b.  Sign up for a time.



c.  Change user information.


D.  Show Oracle database works:



a.  Login as Administrator.



b.  Show a schedule.

Part 3: Q&A 

A.  If I had to do it all again what would I do differently?


a.  Go straight to the health center to see their software.


b.  Start using both Oracle and Access from the beginning.

B.  The database is obviously an extremely important aspect of the program; did this design cause any problems?



a.  This designed ended up working very well.



b.  Although simple, it took a while to design



c.  Database course helped immensely

Part 4: Learning and Development Process

A. Strategies: 

a. I learn best by example so I used some past programs I wrote, examples provided by fellow students, and examples I found online.

b. Used reference books from past classes.

c. Used class info primarily CS 330 (Database).

B. Knowledge: 

a. Database experience proved very useful.

i. From class at St. Norbert.

ii. From Work at Wipfli.

C. Extensions:

a. Create a web application trough ASP.

b. Allow for hour long jobs to be scheduled on the half hour, etc.

c. Create a user manager for Adminstrators.

d. Allow right click and keyboard on Schedule.

D. Advice: 

a. Save past programs.

b. Use your human resources.

c. Don’t be ashamed to say you don’t know how to do something.

E.   Overall Experience:


a.  It was a fast four years.


b.  Learn what you can now.


c.  Don’t let your school become your life.

